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Increase in Median Gross Rent* by County, 2000-2017: 
(*adjusted for inflation to 2017 dollars)

Rank County Region % change in 
rent

Median gross 
rent, 2017

1 Big Stone Southwest 52% $498
2 Cottonwood Southwest 41% $616
3 Becker West Central 35% $700
4 Wadena Central 33% $635
5 Mahnomen Northwest 32% $567
6 Cass Central 31% $692
7 Mower Southern 30% $704
8 Lake of the Woods Northwest 30% $623
9 Clay West Central 29% $771
10 Lincoln Southwest 29% $596
11 Watonwan Southern 28% $616
12 Todd Central 28% $630
13 Pope West Central 28% $659
14 Clearwater Northwest 27% $612

15 Le Sueur Southern 27% $779
16 Carlton Northland 27% $710
17 Mille Lacs Central 27% $735
18 Pennington Northwest 27% $627
19 Douglas West Central 26% $737
20 Stevens West Central 26% $689
21 Washington Twin Cities 26% $1,246
22 Marshall Northwest 26% $565
23 Nobles Southwest 25% $690
24 Kanabec Central 25% $789
25 Jackson Southwest 24% $629

26 St. Louis Northland 24% $730
27 Wright Central 24% $924
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Rank County Region % change in 
rent

Median gross 
rent, 2017

28 Red Lake Northwest 24% $495
29 Freeborn Southern 23% $642
30 Polk Northwest 23% $689
31 Isanti Central 22% $914
32 Martin Southern 22% $593
33 Fillmore Southern 22% $606
34 Houston Southern 22% $677
35 Scott Twin Cities 21% $1,130
36 Koochiching Northland 20% $595
37 Morrison Central 20% $689
38 Crow Wing Central 20% $781
39 Swift Southwest 20% $615
40 Nicollet Southern 20% $829
41 Hubbard Northwest 19% $648
42 Sherburne Central 19% $963
43 Yellow Medicine Southwest 19% $603
44 Faribault Southern 19% $585
45 Otter Tail West Central 18% $656
46 Blue Earth Southern 18% $815
47 McLeod Southwest 18% $777
48 Chisago Central 17% $844
49 Beltrami Northwest 17% $689
50 Redwood Southwest 17% $617
51 Dodge Southern 17% $639
52 Pine Central 16% $713
53 Stearns Central 15% $774
54 Goodhue Southern 15% $779
55 Kandiyohi Southwest 15% $709
56 Pipestone Southwest 15% $594
57 Traverse West Central 14% $607
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Rank County Region % change in 
rent

Median gross 
rent, 2017

58 Meeker Southwest 14% $714
59 Grant West Central 14% $580
60 Itasca Northland 14% $655
61 Murray Southwest 13% $601
62 Steele Southern 13% $758
63 Lac qui Parle Southwest 13% $560
64 Rock Southwest 13% $631
65 Wabasha Southern 13% $694
66 Kittson Northwest 12% $554
67 Sibley Southern 12% $679
68 Anoka Twin Cities 12% $1,034
69 Olmsted Southern 12% $884
70 Hennepin Twin Cities 11% $1,031
71 Carver Twin Cities 11% $1,003
72 Renville Southwest 10% $599
73 Aitkin Northland 10% $638
74 Ramsey Twin Cities 9% $934
75 Rice Southern 8% $796
76 Winona Southern 7% $647
77 Waseca Southern 7% $611
78 Cook Northland 7% $690
79 Norman Northwest 5% $555
80 Brown Southern 4% $592
81 Chippewa Southwest 4% $594
82 Lake Northland 4% $644
83 Dakota Twin Cities 4% $1,063
84 Roseau Northwest 4% $650
85 Wilkin West Central 3% $496
86 Benton Central 1% $687
87 Lyon Southwest -2% $621
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Growth in Population for People of Color and Indigenous People: 
Increase by region by 2035
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Ranking Region % white 
homeowners

% POC 
homeowners

Home 
Ownership  

Gap
1 Twin Cities 75% 39% 36%
2 Central 79% 46% 34%
3 Southwest 78% 46% 32%

4 Southern 77% 45% 32%
5 Northland 76% 45% 31%
6 West Central 77% 46% 31%
7 Northwest 78% 50% 28%

State 76% 41% 36%

Homeownership Gap by Region: 
Percentage gap between white homewoners and POC homeowners
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AGING HOUSING STOCK: 
Percentage of single family and multi-family housing built before 1960
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Senior Renter Cost Burden: 
Senior renter households paying 30% or more of income for housing in 2017
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Ranking County Region % Senior Renter Cost 
Burden

1 Benton Central 71%
2 Washington Twin Cities 69%
3 Douglas West Central 67%
4 Lake of the Woods Northwest 65%
5 Dakota Twin Cities 65%
6 Polk Northwest 65%
7 Ramsey Twin Cities 62%
8 Anoka Twin Cities 62%
9 Renville Southwest 61%

10 Clay West Central 61%
11 Scott Twin Cities 61%
12 McLeod Southwest 61%
13 Wright Central 60%
14 Hennepin Twin Cities 59%
15 Nicollet Southern 59%
16 Martin Southern 59%
17 Crow Wing Central 59%
18 Kandiyohi Southwest 58%
19 Blue Earth Southern 58%
20 Mower Southern 58%
21 Sibley Southern 57%
22 Kanabec Central 57%
23 Isanti Central 56%
24 Olmsted Southern 56%
25 Stevens West Central 56%
26 Otter Tail West Central 55%
27 Norman Northwest 55%
28 Steele Southern 55%

Senior Renter Cost Burden:  
Senior renter households paying 30% or more of income for housing in 2017
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Ranking County Region % Senior Renter Cost 
Burden

29 Beltrami Northwest 55%
30 Chisago Central 55%
31 Freeborn Southern 54%
32 Redwood Southwest 54%
33 Jackson Southwest 54%
34 Le Sueur Southern 54%
35 Yellow Medicine Southwest 53%
36 Itasca Northland 53%
37 Rice Southern 53%
38 Lyon Southwest 53%
39 Sherburne Central 52%
40 Meeker Southwest 52%
41 Pipestone Southwest 52%
42 St. Louis Northland 52%
43 Carver Twin Cities 52%
44 Morrison Central 50%
45 Becker West Central 50%
46 Mille Lacs Central 49%
47 Stearns Central 49%
48 Waseca Southern 49%
49 Marshall Northwest 48%
50 Clearwater Northwest 48%
51 Goodhue Southern 48%
52 Lincoln Southwest 48%
53 Brown Southern 47%
54 Nobles Southwest 47%
55 Pennington Northwest 46%
56 Kittson Northwest 46%
57 Koochiching Northland 45%
58 Wilkin West Central 45%
59 Fillmore Southern 45%
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Ranking County Region % Senior Renter Cost 
Burden

60 Roseau Northwest 44%
61 Faribault Southern 44%
62 Winona Southern 43%
63 Wadena Central 42%
64 Dodge Southern 42%
65 Pope West Central 41%
66 Hubbard Northwest 41%
67 Traverse West Central 40%
68 Wabasha Southern 40%
69 Cottonwood Southwest 40%
70 Lake Northland 39%
71 Rock Southwest 39%
72 Big Stone Southwest 39%
73 Pine Central 38%
74 Carlton Northland 38%
75 Murray Southwest 38%
76 Aitkin Northland 38%
77 Grant West Central 37%
78 Watonwan Southern 35%
79 Todd Central 35%
80 Swift Southwest 34%
81 Lac qui Parle Southwest 34%
82 Mahnomen Northwest 33%
83 Houston Southern 29%
84 Cass Central 28%
85 Red Lake Northwest 27%
86 Chippewa Southwest 24%
87 Cook Northland 11%
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Severe Renter Cost Burden:
Percentage of renter households paying half or more of income for housing in 2017 
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Ranking County Region % Renter Severe Cost 
Burden

1 Stevens West Central 34%
2 Clay West Central 28%
3 Polk Northwest 27%
4 Koochiching Northland 26%
5 Winona Southern 26%
6 Douglas West Central 26%
7 Blue Earth Southern 26%
8 Rice Southern 25%
9 Ramsey Twin Cities 25%

10 Mahnomen Northwest 24%
11 Wadena Central 24%
12 St. Louis Northland 23%
13 Kandiyohi Southwest 23%
14 Hennepin Twin Cities 23%
15 Benton Central 23%
16 Steele Southern 23%
17 Anoka Twin Cities 22%
18 Pine Central 22%
19 Nobles Southwest 22%
20 Meeker Southwest 22%
21 Carlton Northland 22%
22 Nicollet Southern 22%
23 Becker West Central 21%
24 Olmsted Southern 21%
25 Beltrami Northwest 21%
26 Morrison Central 21%
27 Goodhue Southern 21%
28 Waseca Southern 20%

Severe Renter Cost Burden:
Percentage of renter households paying half or more of income for housing in 2017 
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29 Scott Twin Cities 20%
30 McLeod Southwest 20%
31 Otter Tail West Central 20%
32 Clearwater Northwest 20%
33 Dakota Twin Cities 20%
34 Washington Twin Cities 20%
35 Big Stone Southwest 20%
36 Chisago Central 20%
37 Isanti Central 20%
38 Itasca Northland 19%
39 Lyon Southwest 19%
40 Yellow Medicine Southwest 19%
41 Aitkin Northland 19%
42 Crow Wing Central 19%
43 Mille Lacs Central 19%
44 Stearns Central 19%
45 Fillmore Southern 19%
46 Renville Southwest 19%
47 Red Lake Northwest 18%
48 Houston Southern 18%
49 Lac qui Parle Southwest 18%
50 Grant West Central 18%
51 Lincoln Southwest 18%
52 Mower Southern 18%
53 Lake Northland 18%
54 Watonwan Southern 18%
55 Pope West Central 18%
56 Murray Southwest 18%
57 Faribault Southern 17%
58 Marshall Northwest 17%
59 Cottonwood Southwest 17%
60 Freeborn Southern 17%
61 Sherburne Central 17%
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62 Carver Twin Cities 17%
63 Wright Central 16%
64 Swift Southwest 16%
65 Wabasha Southern 16%
66 Wilkin West Central 16%
67 Norman Northwest 16%
68 Cass Central 16%
69 Brown Southern 15%
70 Traverse West Central 15%
71 Redwood Southwest 15%
72 Hubbard Northwest 15%
73 Martin Southern 15%
74 Dodge Southern 15%
75 Jackson Southwest 15%
76 Kittson Northwest 15%
77 Kanabec Central 14%
78 Cook Northland 14%
79 Rock Southwest 14%
80 Roseau Northwest 14%
81 Pipestone Southwest 14%
82 Le Sueur Southern 14%
83 Pennington Northwest 14%
84 Chippewa Southwest 14%
85 Sibley Southern 13%
86 Lake of the Woods Northwest 13%
87 Todd Central 10%
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Ranking County Region
% Change 

Rent

% Change 
Renter 
Income

Gap Between 
Change in 
Rent and 
Income

1 Big Stone Southwest 52% -14% 66%

2 Waseca Southern 7% -34% 41%

3 Mower Southern 30% -9% 39%

4 Jackson Southwest 24% -14% 38%

5 Fillmore Southern 22% -16% 38%

6 Red Lake Northwest 24% -14% 37%

7 Mahnomen Northwest 32% -5% 37%

8 Koochiching Northland 20% -16% 36%

9 Stevens West Central 26% -10% 36%

10 Kanabec Central 25% -10% 35%

11 Rice Southern 8% -26% 34%

12 Nobles Southwest 25% -7% 32%

13 Le Sueur Southern 27% -5% 32%

14 Steele Southern 13% -18% 31%

15 Clearwater Northwest 27% -5% 31%

16 Pine Central 16% -14% 31%

17 Cottonwood Southwest 41% 12% 29%

18 Morrison Central 20% -8% 28%

19 Goodhue Southern 15% -13% 28%

20 Watonwan Southern 28% 1% 28%

21 Cass Central 31% 4% 27%

22 Renville Southwest 10% -17% 27%

23 Chisago Central 17% -10% 27%

24 Benton Central 1% -26% 26%

25 Pipestone Southwest 15% -12% 26%

26 Polk Northwest 23% -4% 26%

27 Houston Southern 22% -4% 26%

28 Swift Southwest 20% -6% 25%

GROWING GAP BETWEEN RENT AND INCOME:
Counties with the largest gap between change in rent and income, 2000-2017
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Ranking County Region
% Change 

Rent

% Change 
Renter 
Income

Gap Between 
Change in 
Rent and 
Income

29 Nicollet Southern 20% -5% 24%

30 Blue Earth Southern 18% -6% 24%

31 Lincoln Southwest 29% 5% 24%

32 Beltrami Northwest 17% -7% 24%

33 St. Louis Northland 24% 1% 23%
34 Itasca Northland 14% -9% 23%

35 Hubbard Northwest 19% -3% 23%

36 Redwood Southwest 17% -3% 21%

37 Pope West Central 28% 7% 20%

38 Pope West Central 28% 7% 20%

39 Olmsted Southern 12% -8% 20%

40 Becker West Central 35% 15% 20%

41 Dodge Southern 17% -4% 20%

42 Brown Southern 4% -15% 20%

43 Carlton Northland 27% 7% 20%

44 Ramsey Twin Cities 9% -10% 19%

45 Winona Southern 7% -11% 19%

46 Grant West Central 14% -5% 18%

47 Wright Central 24% 6% 18%

48 Washington Twin Cities 26% 8% 18%

49 Wilkin West Central 3% -15% 18%

50 Pennington Northwest 27% 9% 17%

51 Scott Twin Cities 21% 4% 17%

52 Freeborn Southern 23% 6% 17%

53 Faribault Southern 19% 3% 16%

54 Yellow Medicine Southwest 19% 3% 16%

55 Crow Wing Central 20% 5% 16%

56 Meeker Southwest 14% -2% 16%

57 Clay West Central 29% 14% 15%
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Ranking County Region
% Change 

Rent

% Change 
Renter 
Income

Gap Between 
Change in 
Rent and 
Income

58 Hennepin Twin Cities 11% -4% 15%

59 Anoka Twin Cities 12% -3% 15%

60 Dakota Twin Cities 4% -11% 15%

61 Sherburne Central 19% 4% 15%

62 Martin Southern 22% 8% 15%

63 Aitkin Northland 10% -5% 14%

64 Lac qui Parle Southwest 13% -1% 14%

65 Murray Southwest -13% 0% 13%

66 Lyon Southwest -2% -15% 13%

67 Stearns Central 15% 2% 13%

68 Roseau Northwest 4% -8% 12%

69 Wabasha Southern 13% 1% 12%

70 Mille Lacs Central 27% 15% 12%

71 Sibley Southern 12% 1% 11%

72 Cook Northland 7% -4% 10%

73 Kandiyohi Southwest 15% 6% 9%

74 Norman Northwest 5% -4% 9%

75 Douglas West Central 26% 18% 8%

76 Wadena Central 33% 24% 8%

77 Marshall Northwest 26% 18% 8%

78 Isanti Central 22% 16% 7%

79 Todd Central 28% 23% 5%

80 Rock Southwest 13% 8% 5%

81 Carver Twin Cities 11% 6% 5%

82 Otter Tail West Central 18% 13% 5%

83 Kittson Northwest 12% 9% 4%

84 Lake of the Woods Northwest 30% 31% -1%

85 Lake Northland 4% 6% -1%

86 Chippewa Southwest 4% 17% -12%

87 Traverse West Central 14% 28% -14%




